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‘Abstract- The growth in the computer industry in the last two decades has been accompanied by a tremendous
increase in software piracy. Software developers and governments incur heavy due to piracy as it affects their revenue
and reduces the incentive to develop new products and technologies. A wide range of strategies have been adopted by
the software industry and governments to manage piracy, however, they have not been able to control the vice. This
paper examines the potential of ethics as a control for software piracy. It highlights why users resort to piracy and
examines the strategies to control . The paper then examines the link between ethics, and behaviour. A case is made

that software users who are well rooted in ethics are unlikely to engage in acts of pirac
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L. INTRODUCTION
‘The growth in the computer industry in the last two decades has been accompanied by a tremendous increase in
y (1. Advances in information and communication technology (ICT) have not only resulted in increased
availability of ICT-based products but also the capacity to copy or “pirate” such goods [2]. The term piracy refers to
unauthorized reproduction, distribution, renting, purchasing or use of copyrighted software [3], [4]. Piracy targets
propritary applications and occurs every time the copyright agreement or a software license s violated. The vice is
d by business organizations, institutions and individual computer users (5. A survey carried out by Business
Software Alliance [6] showed that software piracy levels dropped in North America, Latin America and Western Europe
in 2011, however, the levels increased in Asia and Africa. The survey further revealed that use of pirated software
decreased in most countries but the overall global piracy went up because of growth in demand for computer applications
in India, China and Al
Piracy is  serious problem that has affected the software industry for years [3]. Software firms incur heavy
due to piracy and this impact negatively on their revenue, growth and taxes paid to governments [7]. In 2003,
Microsoft lost $1.79 billion due to copyright violation in China alone [8]. A survey by Business Software Alliance [9]
revealed that software piracy in Afica is double the global rate. The survey also revealed that 83% of software installed
on personal computers in Eastern and Souther Africa, with a commercial value of USS109 million was pirated. The
global software piracy rate in 2013 was 43% and the commercial value of unlicensed software installations was $62.7
billion [10]. Besides revenue, piracy leads to loss of millions of jobs and a reduction in resources that would otherwise be
invested in developing the software indusiry. I also reduces the incentiv to develop new products and technologies, and
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