
ABSTRACT 

This article provides empirical evidence on heterogeneous effects of local market-oriented 

organic vegetable and honey certification schemes on household income, thereby identifying 

who benefits most from the schemes in Kenya. Proliferation of pro-poor local market-oriented 

certified organic production systems in developing countries justifies the need for the study to 

inform research and policy perspective. The study uses stratification multilevel and matching-

smoothing approach in estimating heterogeneous treatment effects that controls for pretreatment 

heterogeneity bias and treatment effect heterogeneity bias. Findings were that despite the 

objective of certified organic vegetable production program to improve the income of socially 

and economically disadvantaged farmers, the farmers with higher propensity scores benefited 

most. Farmers across all propensity score strata significantly benefited in organic honey 

production system. Moderate socially and economically advantaged farmers benefited most from 

certified organic honey certification. To policy makers and program planners, implicit 

assumption of homogenous effect of organic certification does not always hold. Program design 

could play important role in enhancing effectiveness of agricultural interventions in achieving 

higher income among the poor. 

 


